The Moldova
Project

August 2012 Building Project!

Our fantastic group of 16 volunteers have just returned from The Moldova Project's first ever
building project in the village of Bobeica, where the families that are sponsored by The
Moldova Project live. The volunteers worked with the families to improve their houses as
well as visiting an orphanage, creating the first playroom in the village and running a summer

camp for disadvantaged children.

The group were shocked to see the extent of the deprivation that people are faced with in
Moldova and worked hard to improve their living situations. Despite having little experience
of DIY the team, aged between 20 and 59, were eager to get involved in a variety of activities
from painting to plastering and making cement. They worked with the families for 10 days to

build relationships and improve their quality of life, and were impressed by the hospitality

and kindness of the people they met. Although they had extreme heat and limited tools to
contend with, the enthusiasm and determination of all of the volunteers enabled them to
achieve a massive amount of work in a short space of time.

What We Did

The targets we had set for the 10 days were very ambitious but because of the dedication of
our group we were able to complete everything that we had intended to finish. The Mizra

family's house was painted and redecorated and so was the Rusu family's, who also now have
a new stove. Stoves were also built in the Vrabie and Ionita houses, where the volunteers
mixed cement and plastered to improve the floors and walls. One room was worked on in
the Lozinschii family's house, which now has plastered walls and a solid floor and ceiling.
All of the families were extremely grateful for the improvements made to their houses and

said that it will improve their living conditions significantly - last winter it was -30 degrees in
the village, and having a stove and solid walls will make the families so much warmer and

happier.

As well as working on the houses, the volunteers worked hard to create a playroom in the
school in the village. Over 400 children attend this school so we thought it was important to
provide some toys and a fun place for all of the children in the village to play, not just those
who attend the school. Our team painted the walls, ceiling and floors and decorated furniture
and chairs to make a fun and colourful space for the children to play in. We filled it with toys

provided by our fundraising, and will soon arrange a seminar to teach the staff at the school

how to use the new equipment. The fence and a room at the nursery in the village were also
brightened up with some new paintings!

The children also benefitted from the summer camp that ran throughout the project for the
children whose houses we were working on. As well as getting them away from the houses

whilst they were turned into building sites, it gave them something productive to do during




their long summer holidays. The children, who were aged between 2 and 15, played a variety
of sports and ball games and did a lot of art and crafts. They arranged a show for the
volunteers on the last day to show their gratitude, and we were very impressed to see how
talented and creative they were. We all really enjoyed working with the children and it was
such a pleasure to see them enjoying the activities and food at the summer camp that they do
not often have.

The British ambassador in Moldova, Keith Shannon, joined us on our final evening and
praised the team’s efforts, stating that ‘British volunteers make a notable contribution to
community and social development in Moldova and to the strengthening of relations between
the people of our two countries.” Everyone had a different skill to contribute to the project
and we were so pleased with the amount of work completed. The trip wasn't all hard work -
we spent time at a lake, had a day off to explore the city and ate a range of traditional
Moldovan dishes! Altogether it was a great success.

Thank you!

The trip would not have been possible without a large sum of money to pay for building
materials, equipment for the summer camp, and the many other costs involved in the trip. We
are really grateful to everyone who donated to the project, either by sponsoring us for our
walk down the Thames, buying a brick for one of the houses or any other kind of donation. It
was because of the generosity of everyone who donated that we were able to work on so
many houses, and we hope you are pleased with how we have used your money! The photos
below show some of the houses, and the activities that the volunteers were involved in.

More photos will soon be on our website, www.themoldovaproject.com, as well as the
volunteers’ impressions of the trip. After the success of this trip we have already decided to
do it again next year, so please email emma@themoldovaproject.com if you would like more
information about how to get involved.

Thank you for your support!
















