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The Rusu Family — August 2012 Building Project

A huge amount of work was carried out in the Rusu family’s house during our trip. When we
arrived there was a very old stove in the house which had been there for 30 years and no
longer worked properly, so the house would fill with smoke when it was used. In Moldova a
‘stove’ is an entire wall of the house between two rooms, and the smoke is channelled
through it in a way that heats up the walls. It is also used for cooking. It is essential that the
family have an effective stove because in the winter it can reach -30 degrees. The house is
occupied by an elderly great-grandmother, her daughter and four grandchildren, and the
oldest granddaughter’s baby. It is made up of two rooms, separated by the stove wall, and one
more room that they use for storage.

The volunteers knocked down the original stove, which took a considerable amount of force!
A skilled builder then rebuilt the stove over the next 10 days to create a solid and really
useful stove, which made the house look completely different. He was assisted by our
volunteers, who sanded bricks, carried them into the house and mixed the cement. We also
cleaned and repainted the cleaning, windows, doors and walls, and wallpaper was put up in
one of the rooms. We paid for all of the building materials and also paid the builder as it was
vital to have someone skilled in building these kinds of stoves.

We were really impressed with the way that the family worked with us, especially Lenuta,
who is 18 and was always carrying bricks around and joining in with the painting. The
grandmother looked after the baby while the work was taking place and was very welcoming.
Whilst we were performing building work on the houses we ran a summer camp for all of the
children in the families, so the three youngest children from the family joined in with that.
The family were delighted with the finished result, and we are pleased that they will be a lot
warmer this winter.
















